
 

Ottawa Jaguar Club Weekend Drive 2018 ï Friday, 3rd Aug ï Sunday, 5th Aug 
 

This long weekend break is a three day scenic sightseeing and activity-based drive westwards from Ottawa and 

is filled with points of interest and stops. The drive will feature an Avro Arrow replica and memorial park, the 

Algonquin Logging Museum and Trail and Art Museum, a drive past Lake Rosseau, a visit to picturesque 

Gravenhurst, a 2 hour excursion on a 19th Century Royal Mail Steamship on Lake Muskoka, a visit to a small 

high quality 1900ôs automobile collection, a visit to the Kawartha Settlers Village at Bobcaygeon and the 

petroglyphs of Petroglyph Provincial Park. Amongst these highlights thereôs something for almost everyone.  

 

 
 

We will be using Bracebridge as our overnight location both nights, due to a general constraint throughout the 

Muskokas area requiring two night bookings in hotels for summer weekends. The driving pace will generally be 

leisurely and comfortable with sensible stage lengths and plenty of stops, both for sightseeing/activities and rest-

stops. The routing will be primarily on enjoyable scenic high quality highways and secondary roads, and will 

avoid freeways. The distance to be travelled in the 3 days will be about 858 km, or an average of about 286 km 

per day.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muskoka Lake at Sunrise 



Because of challenges in getting hotel rooms in the area we will be touring this year, it is important that 

anyone interested in joining us on the weekend trip contact Alan Graves (afgraves@rogers.com) and Don 

LeBlanc (dleblanc.ba@gmail.com) as well as making their accommodation bookings as soon as possible, 

but no later than April 30
th
. We have temporarily reserved a block of rooms in a hotel to assist you in this. 

Instruction s for hotel reservations are at the end of this document. 
 

Note that although this is the August long weekend, our trip is planned for Friday morning to Sunday evening, 

allowing people to still have the Monday at home. A high level view of the approximate overall routing and 

attractions we plan to visit on each of the three days is described below.  

 

 
 

Day 1 ï Friday, August 3
rd

. Arnprior - Bracebridge 

 

We will depart from Tim Hortons, 

Madawaska Blvd, Arnprior at 9:30 am 

sharp on Friday, August 3
rd
 so you 

would need to be at that location a bit 

before that time.. The morning driving 

time is just over 2 hours. The route 

takes us along the Ottawa River shore 

on good back roads to Renfrew, then 

follows Hwy 60 to Barry's Bay. In 

Barryôs Bay we will have our first 

rest/coffee stop and visit the Avro 

Arrow replica and the Zurakowski Park 

which commemorates the planeôs test 

pilot.  

 

 

After our stop we have about 

a 30 min drive into Whitney 

where we will stop for lunch. 

After lunch we'll head into 

Algonquin Park and stop at 
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the Algonquin Logging 

Museum for a little over 

an hour. It has an easy 

trail with way stations 

describing the major 

artifacts. Afterwards we 

will drive a short distance 

to the Visitor Center for a 

rest stop before a further 

in-park drive to visit the 

Algonquin Art Museum, 

which has a spectacular collection of ñart about the parkò. After this it's 

about a 75 minute drive to our hotel accommodation in Bracebridge. 

The Day 1 drive time and distance totals just over 4 hrs driving, 

covering 318 km. Non-driving activity time for the day is about 4 hr 45 min. Arrival time into our riverside hotel  

location should be just before 6:30 pm, in time for supper in Bracebridge. 

 

Day 2 ï Saturday, August 4
th
, Bracebridge ï Muskoka 

Lakes ï Gravenhurst - Bracebridge 

 

Day 2 has us leaving Bracebridge at 9:30 for a scenic drive 

to Gravenhurst around Lakes Rosseau and Muskoka, 

visiting Lake Rosseau en route. The drive time and distance 

to reach Gravenhurst is about 1 hour 40 min, 125 km, so if 

we stopped a couple of times en route (Rosseau and Foots 

Bay) we would arrive into Gravenhurst just before noon. 

This gives us time to pick up the steamship tickets, do some 

sightseeing, grab lunch and be ready for a 2 pm (to be 

confirmed) departure on the historic ñSegwunò Royal Mail 

Steamship for a 2 hour cruise passing through Lighthouse 

Narrows and into Lake Muskoka. RMS Segwun is the 

oldest operating steam driven vessel in 

North America, built in 1887 to cruise the 

Muskoka Lakes. It is 125 ft long with a 

beam of 21 ft and is driven by two 

reciprocating steam engines. In 1987 

Canada Post honoured RMS Segwun 

with a 36 cent commemorative stamp. 

 

The steamship returns to Gravenhurst 

around 4 pm and we might spend another 

hour and a half in Gravenhurst (for 

instance there's a Maritime 

Museum/Discovery Centre/Museum on 

the waterfront) before hitting the road a 

little after 5:30 pm. It's a 25 minutes, 18 

km scenic drive back to our Bracebridge 

Hotel arriving just before 6 pm. Then we 

can go out for dinner in Bracebridge. 

Alternatively we may stay in Gravenhurst for a waterfront supper before driving back to our Bracebridge hotel. 

The Day 2 drive time and distance total just over 2 hours, 143 km. Non-driving activity time for the day is about 

6.5 hrs. 

Algonquin Art Centre 

Algonquin Logging Museum 

Lake Rosseau - Morning 

Gravenhurst Waterfront 


