
Jaguar XK120 70th Anniversary Year Commemoration 
Event – Jaguar Ottawa, 17th August 2018 

 
 

Jaguar Ottawa and the Ottawa Jaguar Club invite club members and their partners to attend an evening 

commemoration event with presentations and a reception, at the Jaguar Ottawa dealership at 1300 

Michael St. starting at 6 pm on August 17th to recognize 2018 as the 70th anniversary year of the 

announcement of the Jaguar XK120 at the British Motor Show of October, 1948. On display will be a 

representative line up of the Jaguar sporting car generations that started with the XK120 and continued 

all the way to the current F-Type, 70 years later. This line up is kindly provided by members of the club 

plus, for the F-Type, Jaguar Ottawa. 

Following the viewing of the historical line up commencing at 6 pm there will be a commemoration 

reception at the premises of Jaguar Ottawa, from 6:50 to about 8:30 on Friday, August 17th and including 

brief presentations on the history of the XK120 and on the importance of the XK120 and its progeny on 

the history of Jaguar as well as the present and future of the marque including a close look at the new  

E-Pace and XE and information on the all-electric  

I-Pace.  

Complementary light refreshments will be served 

and there will be a cash bar.  

The XK120 

The XK120 was launched in open two-seater 

roadster form at the 1948 London Motor Show as 

a test-bed and show car for the new Jaguar XK 

The first XK120 



engine. The roadster caused a 

sensation, which persuaded Jaguar 

founder and Chairman William Lyons 

to put it into production. The "120" in 

the name referred to the aluminium 

car's 120 mph top speed, which made 

it the world's fastest production car 

at the time of its launch. By the time 

the XK140 was launched some 12,045 XK120’s had been built. 

On 30 May 1949, on a closed motorway in Belgium, 

an XK120 was timed at 132.6 mph with the 

windscreen replaced by just one small aero screen.  

In 1950 and 1951 XK120 roadsters averaged over 100 

mph for 24 hours and over 130 mph for an hour, and 

in 1952 a fixed-head coupé took numerous world 

records for speed and distance when it averaged 100 

mph for a week. XK120’s were also successful in 

racing and rallying as shown below. 

 

These results plus the commercial success of the 

XK120 led to multiple generations of successful 

sporting and grand touring cars including the direct 

descendent of the XK120, the XK140, followed in 

sequence by the replacement XK150, E-type, XJS, XK-

8, XK and today’s F-Type. In addition the surviving 

XK120’s, all approaching 70 years old, are now 

valuable collector’s items. 
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The display XK120 

The beautifully restored display 

XK120 is owned by Mr. Phil Karam. 

Phil will be talking to the history of 

the XK120 and about his particular 

vehicle. A complete suite of 

Jaguar’s major production sporting 

cars has also been arranged. 

 The Event. 

Please do join us for a 

commemoration of the 70th 

anniversary year since the start of it all. 

Event timing (evening of Friday, August 17th). 

Jaguar sporting genealogy display open .................................................................. 6 pm – 6:30 pm 

XK 120 placed in showroom ................................................................................................ 6:30 pm 

Display of latest Jaguars (E-Pace, XE).........................................................................6:30 – 6:45 pm 

Reception opens in showroom ............................................................................................6:50 pm 

OJC Welcoming comments, Event overview (Alan Graves) ......................................6:50 – 7:00 pm 

Presentation on Phil’s XK120 and its history (Phil Karam) ........................................7:00 – 7:15 pm  

Walk around/presentation on the showroom XK120 (Phil Karam) ..........................7:15 – 7:25 pm  

Jaguar Ottawa presentation – Jaguar looking forward (GM - Mark Weisbrod) ........7:25 – 7:35 pm  

Concluding remarks (Alan Graves).............................................................................7:35 – 7:40 pm 

Refreshments, socializing ..........................................................................................7:40 – 8:30 pm 

Event close ...........................................................................................................................8:30 pm 

The display will be set up in the late afternoon of August 17th (4:30 pm) to permit Jaguar Ottawa to 

showcase the Jaguar sporting heritage and to take publicity photos before 6 pm. 

If you are interested in attending please contact Alan Graves at afgraves@rogers.com, with number in 

your party by August 12th so we can plan the level of catering. 

  

PhilΩs beautifully restored  XK120 
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